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to whom. Draw a line across column ofter each commen:.) 


STATI 
The attachement is the best 
concise statement I've seen on 
State's planning to achieve its 
objective of a “unified personnel 
system." Action is already under- 
way to convert Civil Service em- 
ployees to FSRU appointments and 
therefore to FAS status. Upon con- 
version to FAS, former Civil Ser- 
vants become participants in the 
Foreign Service Retirement System. 
In gaining earlier retirement 
eligibility and higher annuities 
under that system, they also accept 
mandatory retirement at age 60 and 
are subject to selection-out. Note 
also that new appointments of 
officers to the Department will be 
made only under the Foreign Service 
personnel system. 

In the minds of many of our 
people this conversion of State 
Department Civil Service employees 
to FAS equates to putting our Civil 
Service employees under CIARDS. 

The legal authority for State's 
action is Public Law 90-9} 
approved 20 August 1968. This Act 
established the Foreign Service 
Information Officer Corps (for USIA 
but contains language which provide 
for giving tenure to Foreign Servic 
Reserve officers (U=unlimited) and 
allows FSRU's to become partici- 
pants in the Foreign Service 
Retirement System. 

Obviously, we have a greater 
legal obstacle because of the 
wording of our Act and the clear 


intent of _Congress when it was 
passed. nd I are re- 
viewing S in some detail 
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